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Autonomous Vehicles

Unemployed
Truck Driver

Unemployed
Taxi Driver Engineers for

Labor Justice!
Unemployed
Uber Driver

Engineering Social Justice and Peace 2019
“Politicizing Engineering Pasts, Envisioning Engineering Futures”
Research Team: Shawhin Roudbari, Jessica Kaminsky, Jill Harrison, Santina Contreras. 
Graduate student research assistant: Skye Niles. 
Undergraduate student research assistants: Jesus Banuelos-Rivera, Tai Koester, Lydia Stalcup, Stella Coble.
Graphic design by Jesus Banuelos-Rivera
Contact: niles.skye@colorado.edu (Skye Niles)
This research was supported by funding from the National Science Foundation [Grant Number 1636349/1636383]. 
Any opinions, findings, and conclusions or recommendations expressed in this material are those of the author(s) 
and do not necessarily reflect the views of the National Science Foundation.

Engineering, Labor, and Technological Innova-
tion



This jail is over-
crowded, can you 
help us expand it 
so it can be more 
humane and hold 
more prisoners?
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Engineering and the Prison System



Sketch a contentious issue in your field, where you see a 
challenge or opportunity for engineers to contribute to social 
justice. How can engineers engage with this issue to promote

 social justice?

How can you teach about this issue in a classroom? Where is the 
classroom? Who is a part of the classroom? What topics would 

you discuss? What activities would you do?
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Name: _________________________ 

As a ___________________ engineer, my 

social values include __________________,

______________, and _______________. 

One social or environmental issue I am passionate about is _________

_____________________________________________________

I integrate my values into my social justice work by ______________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________
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#1#1

After a conference presentation featuring your work collaborating with local 
communities to develop culturally appropriate engineering designs, someone 
from the audience comes up to say that they really enjoyed your presentation, 

but is your work, really engineering? How does your character respond?
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Is your 
work, really 
engineering?

Is your 
work, really 
engineering?
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#2#2

A senior colleague is excited to invite your character to collaborate on a new, 
large grant that they have received from the Department of Defense to 

develop military technologies. They say that they admire your humanitarian 
values, and want your assistance in developing more precise military 

technology that would reduce collateral damage. What do you say to them?
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Will you join
my military 

technology design 
team?

Will you join
my military 

technology design 
team?



#3#3

Your character is at a conference and notice that many of the panels are 
comprised of white, male presenters. Your character has the opportunity to 
talk with one of the conference organizers, a senior, respected member in your 
field but also notoriously irritable. What does your character say to them?
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field but also notoriously irritable. What does your character say to them?

What are your 
thoughts on the

conference?

What are your 
thoughts on the

conference?


